Why Web 2.0 in the Classroom?

Web 2.0 is a valuable teaching tool for several reasons:
1. Collaboration—the widespread availability of the Internet allows
students to work together, even from remote locations.
5 Motivation—students can and will be very motivated to create online
products. A potentially worldwide audience is a big motivator to create

quality products.
3. Meaningful—products reflect “real” society and the latest technological

skills.

4. Communication—web-based student products, RSS/XML, blogs, etc. all
facilitate communication between schools and parents/communities.

5. Availability—being Internet-based, students and teachers can access
Web 2.0 tools from school, home, libraries, or anywhere Internet access Is
available, effectively expanding the school day.

6. Creativity—students move beyond acting as knowledge consumers to
become information experts and creators.

Web 2.0 Tools for the Classroom

Blogs

Blogs provide an easy way for teachers and students to get started in Web 2.0.
Several good sites exist for creating educational blogs. These sites p rovide
important features such as teacher controls, privacy options, and filters. Some
good sites for student/teacher blogs include:

W - < : = : -
L ] [T r = e e e - = - - E - - .. . . I
1 1 J_I:' ,_-l - . H . . - e I = 3 3 . w . s : - i " AT Wk Ky .\ _I-"- ERELILE e A e S ST A, oo E . PECR ::I'-. ::_-1:I' ] oA :-\'..
ao o - P - : m . : . . To= a L . S - 1 . - : - . - ' 1, - H o, . . . . .
b L BN & A E oo opTETa oy T, e L T . 1 o s A T T a7 Y s - i I R L HES b :or S SIS TRL . N A T
£ - e T A T o CTNTR L S 4l ] PO R H PR T . - L= r P T - R I . . Tk 4 - P T A N I S N A . - < = S0
AR LA FoL e R & WM oA - - =l Lot A TRt gt mt L roetwoL B Y e T T TR, | T e s N - g g F -'\-q.;_,-" gt T el P des® o e eyt X HAE E NPV S O I HET §
ot e o T S PP I U PV P gy e T meen f g, ML e GV 1 20 = IR T e r_'_z.:-\."h.-_ F e o L R AR a3 S T R e b i TR g TR A T P B WRLE T R NS TSR L IO S WIS et el T T S T SR e T e, s T S e, T e R e L
LA L A o - - BT x .
¥ S . P ] Lo i . . o T
ToF TR F S T T A PR Tl LR B .
- . i . 1 - oA LA . - - s " . .
o "y " - .= R [ LTI . B H P} . -
ti I‘u 1 L [} » A - - W - »
£} ' . '. =
T - 1 1 | . IL - a e ) - H
- ¥ i ] - - - - [y - : L] LI L -
o I nEE A T T L W R T T T T T TR T el r L [F

Twirier (o hedter conn hoe) (okay, it's not really blogging, but it's

closel!) -
Student blogs can be powerful writing tools. Students can create online pieces
that may be reviewed and critiqued by peers. Students can also use blogs as
effective learning logs, recording new information and reflecting/expanding on
orevious learning. Students and teachers can use blogs to post thoughtful
discussion topics and receive input from a wide audience. Teachers and
administrators can also use blogs as tools to communicate class/school news,

policies, and events.
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